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SOCIAL CONDITIONS
In social life great importance is attached to the
family as a unit, and great interest given to family
affairs. The Finnish people are great individualists,
and the young child's life grows up in the home, and
there is no direct influence of school-life. Finlanders
of all classes are very fond of music, they have deve-
loped the concert sense. They have also a love for
the drama, but the Finnish character has a sombre
aspect, as distinguishable from the superficial gaiety
of Southern Nations.
A few words must be said about Prohibition m
Finland. This was a post-war legislation, according
to which the sale of all alcoholic liquors was prohi-
bited except by a chemist on a doctor's prescription.
Beer containing 2% of alcohol was the strongest
drink which was allowed. It is interesting to know
that this law was passed by the first single Chamber
Diet in 1908, owing to the influence of the woman
voters, but the Russian Government refused to
ratify it, and it did not become effective until 1922.
The Fmlander has always been a hard drinker of
spirits, distilled from corn or potatoes, the Swedish
Brannvm, and the Russian Vodka. The coast of
Finland surrounded with islands is ideal for smug-
gling, and it was customary for those who could not
t>uy smuggled liquor to ask their doctor to write a
prescription for them, or to go to a chemist to get a
.mixture of absolute alcohol, water and spices. As